Minutes of the Thornham Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 11 November 2020
at 7.00pm Via Zoom.
Present:

Cllr C Venes (Chair) Cllr A Chesterman (Vice)
Cllr S Greef
Cllr B Gulliver

Cllr A Needham
Cllr I Barrett

Also present: Clerk, Cllr Jamieson & 5 Members of the Public.
The Chair went through the rules regarding running a virtual meeting and everyone to stay
muted until asked to speak, if you wish to speak please raise your hand. Members of the
public only allowed to speak during Parishioners time. The meeting would be more formal
than usual so that the business can be achieved as effectively as possible. Cllr Venes
also advised Parishioners that the meeting was being recorded to assist with the minutes if
necessary.
1.

To receive and consider apologies for absence:
Everyone Present
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To receive Declarations of Interest
Cllr Needham gave a personal interest in anything concerning Thornham United
Charities and PCC.
Cllr Barrett gave a personal interest in anything concerning
Thornham United Charities. Cllr Greef gave a personal interest in anything
concerning the Neighbourhood Plan and the PCC. Cllr Gulliver concerning
Neighbourhood Plan and Licensing within Planning Applications. Cllr A Chesterman
give a personal interest in Licensing within Planning Applications and Cllr Venes gave
a personal interest re the Harbour.

3.

Adjournment of Meeting to allow for public questions. (15 mins max 5 mins per
Speaker.)
Land at Choosley Road
A Parishioner asked if there had a been any talk regarding the field purchased
behind a property being used for building. It was resolved that this was outside
the village development boundary so no building would be permitted.
Speedwatch Team
Mr Staveley gave the following report: Mr Staveley advised that the speeding
situation had not improved from last year. The Sam2 speed signs do make people
slow down and are useful. Obviously COVID-19 has affected the team and how it
has functioned for the last year. Mr Staveley wished to thank the team for all their
work during the last year and before. Mr Staveley wished to thank the two newest
members in Mr Rodwell and Mr Martin, who have been well received. Mr Dyson has
been welcomed back. Unfortunately, Mr Seedhouse has had to stand down, also Ms
Hamilton is leaving shortly as she is moving out of the area and they will be missed.
Mr Staveley then noted the loss of Brenda Flatt in March. It was very hard not being
able to say a proper goodbye. Brenda have been a very valued member of the team
and the village.
Mr Staveley advised that the Speedwatch Team would be disbanded if the village
went ahead with the 20mph speed limit which would not be enforced by the Police.
Cllr Venes thanked Mr Staveley for his report and also wished to thank the team for
all they work especially Brenda Flatt who he knew since first coming to the village.

Footpath Signs Cllr Venes advised that he had received several phone calls from
Parishioners regarding the temporary signs advising of the one-way system and
should these be replaced with permanent metal signs. It was resolved for this to
be put on the next agenda.
No Overnight Parking Signs. Cllr Needham advised that all four signs have now been
removed. Cllr Venes advised that these were not removed by NCC Highways. Cllr
Venes advised that he did not know they would be replaced. Cllr Needham advised
that they were too big and out of character. A Parishioner said that surely one on
Staithe Lane was sufficient. Cllr Jamieson advised that they would be replaced but
the new signs need to be more in keeping in an SSI area. He felt that one would not
be enough but could see if two would be sufficient. Cllr Venes advised that he had
just read the Ecology Footprint Plan produced by Holme Parish Council and there
was a large section regarding signage. It was resolved for Cllr Venes to send a
copy to Ms Bettinson, NCC Highway Engineer. All Councillors in agreement that
they must a smaller going forward. A Parishioner advised the two campervans spent
the night on the harbour last night even in lockdown.
4.

To Receive Councillor Reports
4.1
County Councillor – Cllr Jamieson
Cllr Venes welcomed Cllr Jamieson. Cllr Jamieson gave the following report.
Cllr Jamieson advised the with the infection rate rising greatly in the Borough
going from 19 cases per 100,000 to 177. If the Borough ended up going into
Tier 2 after lockdown it will not prove to be a Happy Christmas. 50% of the
over 65’s has had their flu jab which is great which lowers the risk by
between 30 to 50% so the new Covid jab reducing 90% is fantastic.
Cllr Jamieson advised that his current task as well as the virus is setting the
NCC budget. Cllr Jamieson is undertaking a question and answer session
via zoom on the budget and hopes that many of us will join. The zoom
session will take place on Wednesday 18 November and details have been
sent to all Parish Councils. Cllr Jamieson has to consult on any reduction in
service. Cllr Jamieson advised that he currently had found £170,000 worth
of savings which is not much within a £1.4 billion budget.
Cllr Jamieson advised that there were several issues being raised regarding
cycling and motorcycling in the dunes and via Drove and he was taking these
further. CL41 Trustees and Natural England are involved concerning bollard
being put in place etc. Cllr Jamieson advised that putting up permanent
metal signs for the one way these signs are not enforceable and illegal. Cllr
Jamieson also talked about Brenda Flatt and about their fathers going
through the war together.
Cllr Jamieson then went on to advice regarding the traffic calming along the
coast. He advised about a group that he had set up with the Environment
Department, Public Health and Highways with the relevant portfolio holders.
Cllr Jamieson advised that he had been awarded £188,000 to provide a bus
service to cover connecting with the train ay Kings Lynn and buses later at
night along the coast. Unfortunately, the money was redeployed to help
support bus service during Covid crisis, but had agreed to set aside £2
million over the next four years to put services in place.
Cllr Venes thanked Cllr Jamieson for his report.

4.2

Borough Councillor – Cllr Lawton.
Cllr Lawton had given his apologies as he had another meeting.

It was resolved for the meeting to return to closed session.
5.

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 14 October 2020
5.1
To consider and approve the minutes. It was resolved to approve the
minutes and for the Chair to sign as a true and accurate record when
physically possible.
5.2
Matters arising from the minutes Nothing to report.

6.

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 28 October 2020
6.1
To consider and approve the minutes. It was resolved to approve the
minutes and for the Chair to sign as a true and accurate record when
physically possible.
6.2
Matters arising from the minutes Nothing to report.

7.

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 3 November 2020
7.1
To consider and approve the minutes. It was resolved to approve the
minutes and for the Chair to sign as a true and accurate record when
physically possible.
7.2
Matters arising from the minutes. Nothing to report.

8.

Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Gulliver advised that the Independent Examiner Report had been received and
Richard High was still communicating with the Borough Council hoping they would
take on board comments re the Local Green Spaces issue.
Cllr Gulliver explained that the Borough Council have left it to the Parish to undertake
the necessary changes. Richard High is going to undertake as far easier for him.
Cllr Gulliver wished to thank Richard High, Megan and the rest of the team as it could
not have happened without them all.
Cllr Venes thanked Cllr Gulliver for the update. Cllr Venes advised that the
referendum will take place in May 21 and Parish Council and NP team should both
work to ensure a successful outcome. The Clerk advised that at the recent
conference she attended with Government Planning Advisors that if the plan is ready
but the referendum is not able to take place because of Covid then the Borough
Council can start to take the plan into their decision making and also give the extra
10% CIL payment.
Cllr Venes asked that thank you letters are sent to Richard High and Megan. It was
resolved for the Clerk to undertake.

9.

Village Matters
9.1
To receive update on Mapping of the Village. The Clerk advised that she
had spoken to Land Registry and they had advised that without deeds then
the only way to register the land would be to prove that the Council had
maintained the land in question.
There would need to be
documentary/photography/witness statement evidence. If the Lord of the
Manor, then he should have the deeds, or a Solicitor may know another way
of registration, but she did not know of any other legal way.

9.2

9.3

Cllr Barrett advised that he and Cllr Needham had spoken with Mr Bett and
he was willing for the Parish Council to take on these areas. Mr Bett did not
know how NCC had managed to register in 2008 without anyone knowing.
Cllr Needham said that the Parish Council have maintained this area like the
others and the Parish Council had put in the wooden posts and put the dog
bin on this piece of land. Cllr Jamieson advised that he was sure that the
NCC would not wish to maintain this area and would more than willing to
allow the Parish Council to register as the owners. Cllr Jamieson agree to
look into this. Cllr Venes advised that these pieces of land have been cut by
Parishioners on behalf of the Council. These people to be asked to advise
and provide evidence of the maintenance so that the Parish Council can
register.
Covid Update – Second Wave. Cllr Venes advised that notices and details
have been placed on the noticeboards and website and now each household
has a leaflet advising them of how they can help or how they can get help.
The leaflet distribution was achieved with Mrs Needham, Mrs Warham and
Cllr Venes. The leaflet cost £7.70 to be printed and there was no cost re
Delivery. Cllr Venes advised that he had received details of four new
volunteers but no one requiring help at the moment. If anyone did need
financial help this was available by contacting Mrs Needham and Ms Hewitt
of TUC.
Possible movement of Streetlight – Update. Cllr Venes and Cllr Needham
had received an email from the lady who wishes to move the streetlight.
Who is not able to meet up due to personal reasons at this present time. It
was resolved for Cllr Needham and Cllr Chesterman to check out the
area in question and talk to neighbours before the Clerk undertakes
proper consultation, talks to NCC Highways and UK Powernetworks.

10. Finance: (see payment list attached)
10.1 Finance Chair’s Report
Cllr Barrett advised that at the end of October there was £43,294 in the bank.
There is a VAT Claim which will be achieved by the end of the year which
should be around £1,500. There is currently anticipated approximately £8,000
in legal fees and may be more. Cllr Barrett advised that this would leave us
around £37,000 which is good. Cllr Barrett asked how Council felt about the
purchase of the defibrillator for Castle Cottages end of the village with the
repairs to the telephone box and the machine and case it would roughly cost
around £2,000. Cllr Chesterman advised that she thought that the CIL money
was going to be paying for this. Cllr Barrett advised that it would, but it is
included in the sums. Cllr Barrett advised that it is necessary for the working
group to meet and work on the budgets for next year so that it can be presented
to Full Council at the January meeting. It was resolved for Councillors to get
some names of firms who could undertake the work on the telephone box
and the Clerk to obtain quotes.
Cllr Barrett advised that the AGAR had been received back from the External
Auditor and was now displayed on the noticeboard and website.
10.2 Monthly Accounts for Payment.
Cllr Venes advised that the Clerk had sent through the payment list listed at the
end of the minutes and went through each individual payment. It was resolved
for these payments to be made.

10.3 Money Received. The Clerk advised that no money has been received.
10.4 Bank Reconciliation End of October 2020. The Clerk had achieved and sent
round prior to the meeting. Everything in order.
10.5 Bank Mandate. The Clerk advised that she had copied the signed Mandate
and had sent off. Barclays are saying that it should take around 10 working
days to complete.
10.6 Parish Council Records. Cllr Venes advised that this has still to take place but
with the records in the loft in the Village Hall and Norfolk Records Office still
being closed to taking in new work it could not be taken any further at this time.
10.7 Budget Setting. This covered in the Finance Chair’s report.
11. Governance:
To review and consider any action necessary
11.1 Training. Cllr Venes advised that he is hoping to attend the next Chair’s
Network session. The Clerk advised that she was attending the NALC Climate
Change meeting.
It was resolved for the meeting to be open to allow Mr Staveley to give the
report.
12. Outside Agencies
12.1 To receive report from TVH&PF Ltd
Mr Staveley advised that due to the Covid Lockdown the hall has now been
closed. All Trustees are still busy, and some are applying for grants to
offset the loss. Mr Staveley said that he would be able to report in more
detail at the January meeting as the Trustees are due to meet for the
Annual Policy Meeting in December but is after the Parish Council Meeting.
Cllr Venes thanked Mr Staveley for his report.
13. Website
13.1 Councillors to decide if latest Revision is sufficient.
Cllr Venes thanked the Clerk for keeping the website up to date and removing
items that are old and not the current advice especially regarding COVID. Cllr
Venes advised that he felt the website was much improved. It was resolved for
the Clerk to remove Cllr Barrett’s old telephone number.
14. Planning Applications and Determinations:
Applications:
20/01553/F Application for Extension to existing restaurant at Thornham Deli High
Street Thornham. It was resolved to recommend approval.
Determinations:
20/01244/F

Application for Two storey extension to rear of property at
Cottage Ploughman’s Piece Thornham – Granted

The

20/01215/LB Listed building application for the replacement of an existing 1980s
casement window with a new one with alterations to the dimensions of
a window at Dairy Farm House, High Street Thornham -Granted

20/01371/F Application for Proposed substation and associated buildings to be
used at the approved solar farm, Lyng Farm, Ringstead Road,
Thornham- Granted
20/01337/F Application for Variation of Condition 11 attached to planning
permission 19/01542/F The Pastures, 6 Choseley Road, ThornhamGranted
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Highways
15.1
To receive update and consider any action on NCC Ranger Works. Cllr
Greef advised that the Streetlight Maintenance Contractor has been and had cut
back some of the vegetation but had not cut sufficiently as it was affecting the
visibility. It was resolved for the Clerk to ask Ms Bettinson if this was allowed to
be undertaken by the Rangers.

16. GDPR
The Clerk had sent round with the agenda the GDPR Policy which is due for review.
Cllr Venes advised that he had a couple of observations. Third paragraph has blanks
that need addressing, and the final paragraph advises about a committee, which is
not correct. After discussion It was resolved for the Clerk to make the necessary
amendments, taking away the NPT&S headers and footers etc and bring the
revised draft back to the December meeting. It was also resolved for this
policy to be reviewed on a yearly basis.
Cllr Jamieson left the meeting at 20.49.
17. Speed Limit
17.1
To consider appropriate speed limits in the village.
Cllr Venes advised that after undertaking a considerable amount of research
he had come to the conclusion that 30mph should remain along the A149.
He thought there was still merit in considering a 20mph along the back lanes
of Thornham. Cllr Venes advised that he had read the NCC Speed
Management Policy and the A149 does not match the criteria for 20mph.
Cllr Chesterman asked if the back road would be as expensive. Cllr Venes
advised yes, the £7,000 is the basic coast of a TRO (Traffic Regulation
Order). The Clerk advised about the grant that the Borough Council are due
to launch which would be covered under the under £10,000 grant. Cllr
Venes advised that he would further his research and make a proposal at the
December meeting.
Cllr Venes then advised that Mr Staveley had a proposal and opened the
meeting to allow Mr Staveley to talk to the paper he sent round prior to the
meeting.
Mr Staveley advised that he wanted to put pressure on Central Government
to put up fines as this was the best deterrent. Mr Staveley advised that he
was prepared to undertake the necessary work and write, talk with the other
parishes to get a great support to take forward through our Cty Cllr and MP.
Cllr Venes asked if Council were in favour of the proposal. A vote was taken,
and the Council resolved not to support the proposal.
It was resolved to return to closed session.

The Clerk advised that it is possible for the Parish Council to train up/employ
a person to be an enforcement and issue fixed penalty notices. It was
resolved for the Clerk to find out the necessary information.
18. Health and Safety
18.1
Grasscutting. This item could only be achieved when the mapping of the
village especially the green areas had been registered. Item to remain on
the agenda.
19. Correspondence:
19.1
Email re Lifeboat Licensing. Cllr Venes advised that this is the third time of
talking on this subject in the last month and felt that the Council had made
some relevant points and if the Licensing Manager felt that they were not
valid and did not wish to take to Committee then that would be the case. It
was resolved for no further comments to be made.
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Items For Next Agenda
Current agenda plus: Consult with Parishioners during Covid, Harbour Signage,
One Way Footpath signage, Asset Register Report, GDPR Policy and Poppy Wreath.

21. Date, and Place of next meeting.
Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 9 December 2020 Virtually via Zoom.
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Shore Road

Shore Road – Statement for Thornham Parish Council meeting
Wednesday 11th November 2020
We have had an update from Hayes & Storr. Judge Brilliant from the FTT hearing has
directed all parties to that case to submit new cost submissions. The deadline for this is
the middle of December. Perhaps at some point in 2021 he will come to a decision. Our
team will be making our case forcefully in these circumstances.
Despite yet another prompt from our team, Judge Cooke, who dealt with the appeal to
Upper Tier tribunal, has still made no decision at the time of writing. There is no
explanation for this delay.
We await news of any possible further developments.
Colin Venes
Chair TPC
6th November 2020
With no further business the meeting closed at 21.28pm

Payments List
Tn noChequeGross

Vat

Net

Invoice Details
date

Cheque

39

B/T
11.11.2039

£250.00

£0.00

£250.00 28/10/20

Stephen Martyn - Website
Host - Maintenance

£250.00

40

B/T
11.11.2040

£240.00

£40.00

£200.00 28/10/20

PKF Littlejohn LLP - External
Audit

£240.00

41

DD
13.12.2041

£35.00

£0.00

£35.00 01/11/20

£525.00

£40.00

Total

Information Officer - ICO
Renewal

£35.00

£485.00

Action List
Cllr Venes

Obtain a copy of Holme’s Ecology Footprint Plan to Ms Bettinson.
Cllr Needham/Chesterman

Work with Parishioner and Clerk re possible movement of Streetlight.
Clerk








Obtain quotes to repair telephone box for defribillator.
Remove Cllr Barret’s telephone number from the website.
Amend GDPR.
Make Payments
Planning Comments
Work with Parishioner and Cllr Chesterman/Needham/Norfolk
movement of Streetlight
Make sure items for the next agenda go on the agenda.

re possible

